v                                                                                    Introduction
laissezfaire economy through the Charter Act of 1813 and the English soon
completed the accession of this'country* in 1823 when the Nizani finally
surrendered his claims of the nominal peskcash on these Sarkars to the
English.
The micro-level political analysis of the region druing the troubled
period between the fading away of the Mughal empire and the emerging
British empire becomes a necessary requisite to understand the political
dynamics of the British diplomacy in India. Evidently, it was the first ever
region to put up resistance to the expansion and consolidation of the British
authority from the petty tribal chiefs. The region eventually suffered the
British rule for the longest period in our country. Consequently, the Andhra
region was again the first to react favourably to the impact of western culture
and ideas through its social reform. The transfer of these Sarkars had reduced
the Nizam to the level of a dependent chief ruling over a land-locked Estate
which finally compelled him to accede to the demand of joining Indian Union
after the withdrawal of the British power from India, Thus the region gained
importance as the launching pad for the British imperialism in India. But this
has not sofar received its due recognition and the history of the region during
18th century has not yet been dealt with in a comprehensive manner except
the event of transfer of Saitars as a passing reference in the historical works
pertaning to soulh India or Deccan. Therefore, the present work is an attempt
to explain the transforming political scecnerio of 18th century to help develop
a clear understanding of the foundations of the British Raj in India.
The Historical Method is applied in the present study which depends
on the Archival andZamindari recordsfor the primary data and the public and
private libraries for the secondary data. The study is organised under the
following Chapters.
Chapter one explains the topography and the historical background of
the region.
Chapter two deals with the administration of these sarkars under the
first Nizam. The Nizam's policy towards the foreign settlements in the
region is discussed. The relations between the powerful chiefs of the region
and the foreign companies are anaty^
diplomacy in India.
Chapter three focuses light on the Anglo-Reach rivalry on the Coast
after the death of the Nizam and the study probes into the factors favourable
to the rise of the French. The administration of these districts under the